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Summary of Results

The Course

Question
Course Subject (PS)

Mean Standard
Deviation Mean Standard

Deviation

1. How would you rate the success of the course in accomplishing its objectives as
stated on the course syllabus?

5.00 0.00 4.37 0.78

2. How would you rate the use of class time (lectures, discussions, demonstrations,
labs, studio work, etc.) to promote your learning?

4.92 0.29 4.19 0.91

3. How would you rate the use of out-of-class activities (reading assignments,
homework, papers, projects, studio art practice, etc.) to promote your learning?

4.75 0.62 3.90 0.99

4. How would you rate the way the course engaged your interest? 5.00 0.00 4.14 0.97

5. Based on your answers above, and any other factors you consider important,
please provide an overall evaluation of the course.

5.00 0.00 4.21 0.84

Overall 4.93 0.31 4.16 -

The Instructor

Question
Course Subject (PS)

Mean Standard
Deviation Mean Standard

Deviation

9. How would you rate the instructor’s organization of each class? 5.00 0.00 4.30 0.84

10. How would you rate the instructor’s success in explaining concepts and ideas? 5.00 0.00 4.38 0.80

11. How would you rate the timeliness of the instructor’s feedback on assignments,
exams, and other work?

4.75 0.62 3.93 1.10

12. How would you rate the usefulness of the instructor’s feedback on assignments,
exams, and other work?

4.83 0.58 3.87 1.11

13. How would you rate the instructor’s success in creating and maintaining an
inclusive class, respectful of all students?

4.83 0.39 4.43 0.83

14. How would you rate the instructor’s communication with you outside of class? 4.83 0.39 4.29 0.88

15. Based on your answers above, and any other factors you consider important,
please provide an overall evaluation of the instructor.

5.00 0.00 4.36 0.82

Overall 4.89 0.38 4.22 -
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 12 100.00%

Very Good 4 0 0.00%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 5.00

Standard Deviation 0.00

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 11 91.67%

Very Good 4 1 8.33%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.92

Standard Deviation 0.29

Detailed Results of Course Evaluation

1. How would you rate the success of the course in accomplishing its objectives as stated
on the course syllabus?

2. How would you rate the use of class time (lectures, discussions, demonstrations, labs,
studio work, etc.) to promote your learning?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 10 83.33%

Very Good 4 1 8.33%

Satisfactory 3 1 8.33%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.75

Standard Deviation 0.62

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 12 100.00%

Very Good 4 0 0.00%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 5.00

Standard Deviation 0.00

3. How would you rate the use of out-of-class activities (reading assignments, homework,
papers, projects, studio art practice, etc.) to promote your learning?

4. How would you rate the way the course engaged your interest?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 12 100.00%

Very Good 4 0 0.00%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 5.00

Standard Deviation 0.00

5. Based on your answers above, and any other factors you consider important, please
provide an overall evaluation of the course.

6. In what ways has this course made you think differently or more deeply? Please provide
examples.

Comments

The variety of articles assigned for each topic helped me to recognize the complexity of each issue related to American
foreign policy. I like how there was a range of articles debating different points of view.

This course was amazing. Professor Beckley challenged us to think about major topics that the United States is currently
battling and did a great job giving us articles relevant to both sides of each topic.

This is the first IR class I've taken that required me to propose actual solutions to world problems, which required me to
engage with the material very differently.

I enjoyed the selection of readings each week and the topics that we discussed. Particularly: domestic decay and grand
strategy.

It really pushed me out of my comfort zone by having the whole class being discussion base

Broadened my knowledge of the American role in the world and the broad spectrum of threats to its continued primacy.
Exposed me to a new framework for understanding these challenges to continued unipolarity, and helped me build my
literacy in the array of policy choices to help mitigate the threat environment surrounding the United States.

7. What aspects of this course worked best to facilitate your learning?

Comments

The discussion and debates definitely pushed me outside of my comfort zone to speak more confidently in class, and they
also forced me to prepare very well for class.

Professor Beckley did a great job in fostering discussion and making sure everyone came to class prepared to debate and
discuss

The questions asked in class

I believe the guided seminar–style discussion was the most beneficial part of the class, and helped me synthesize my
thoughts and understanding of the wide range of readings for each class.
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8. What suggestions do you have for improving this course?

Comments

While I enjoyed the discussions, I actually would've liked more speaking from Professor Beckley. I would've loved to hear
his take on a lot of theses issues.

None. Great job, professor.

Perhaps a bit more resources for the midterm and the final. I would have really appreciated going over an example essay
for an example question in order to understand what exactly the assignment was looking for. 

Also at times I felt like the debate questions were limiting. Preparing answers either for or against sometimes makes us
overlook the nuances of certain situations. Re: climate change, I would have liked to have a discussion about what exactly
the US should be doing, rather than "what are some initiatives" then going straight into the debate for or against Paris.

I think there should be like an extra project or presentation for those that have difficulty speaking up in class. Some people
in the class are so comfortable speaking whatever is on their mind, while others are way more shy. The latter are slightly
penalized with discussion grades but they should have the chance to make it up. This will probably be one of my lowest
grades in college but I am still glad I took it because of all I learned.

I think that some of the debate questions were too narrow or could have been framed to be more in line with the
overarching threat that each class dealt with. Debate topics like mandatory voting and limiting tariffs and import quotas went
somewhat into the weeds and veered into unproductive or repetitive debate that perhaps could have been better spent in
discussion.
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 12 100.00%

Very Good 4 0 0.00%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 5.00

Standard Deviation 0.00

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 12 100.00%

Very Good 4 0 0.00%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 5.00

Standard Deviation 0.00

Detailed Results of Instructor Evaluation

9. How would you rate the instructor’s organization of each class?

10.How would you rate the instructor’s success in explaining concepts and ideas?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 10 83.33%

Very Good 4 1 8.33%

Satisfactory 3 1 8.33%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.75

Standard Deviation 0.62

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 11 91.67%

Very Good 4 0 0.00%

Satisfactory 3 1 8.33%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.83

Standard Deviation 0.58

11. How would you rate the timeliness of the instructor’s feedback on assignments,
exams, and other work?

12. How would you rate the usefulness of the instructor’s feedback on assignments,
exams, and other work?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 10 83.33%

Very Good 4 2 16.67%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.83

Standard Deviation 0.39

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 10 83.33%

Very Good 4 2 16.67%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.83

Standard Deviation 0.39

13. How would you rate the instructor’s success in creating and maintaining an inclusive
class, respectful of all students?

14. How would you rate the instructor’s communication with you outside of class?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 12 100.00%

Very Good 4 0 0.00%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 5.00

Standard Deviation 0.00

15. Based on your answers above, and any other factors you consider important, please
provide an overall evaluation of the instructor.

16. Please provide any additional comments regarding the instructor.

Comments

Professor Beckley should try to call on people who are quiet or don't talk too often during the discussions! While I
understand that it's not his responsibility per se, that little nudge would've been nice to have earlier on in the school year.

I wish I could take more classes with Professor Beckley. This was by far my favorite class taken here at Tufts and I wish him
the best in the future.

Prof. Beckley is wonderful! Very engaging and created a really great environment for discussion/debating. Thanks for a
great class!

Professor Beckley is certainly one of the best professors I've had at Tufts. He's incredibly intelligent and works really hard to
communicate to his students in a relatable way. I really appreciated how, after each person spoke, he would try to quickly
reiterate the main point in order to demonstrate that he was listening and that he understood. 

Thank you for a wonderful semester, I learned so much and always enjoyed doing the readings and coming to class!

Very kind professor, when you meet with him after class he doesn't just give you a broad overview, he goes in depth with
you.

Best IR professor that I have had at Tufts, hands down. Steers discussion in a thought–provoking and incisive way every
class. As much work as the readings were, it was a thrill and a pleasure to go to class every week. Going to miss my
weekly dose of American Primacy!
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Summary of Results

The Course

Question
Course Subject (PS)

Mean Standard
Deviation Mean Standard

Deviation

1. How would you rate the success of the course in accomplishing its objectives as
stated on the course syllabus?

4.70 0.47 4.37 0.78

2. How would you rate the use of class time (lectures, discussions, demonstrations,
labs, studio work, etc.) to promote your learning?

4.48 0.71 4.19 0.91

3. How would you rate the use of out-of-class activities (reading assignments,
homework, papers, projects, studio art practice, etc.) to promote your learning?

4.33 0.82 3.90 0.99

4. How would you rate the way the course engaged your interest? 4.55 0.79 4.14 0.97

5. Based on your answers above, and any other factors you consider important,
please provide an overall evaluation of the course.

4.48 0.67 4.21 0.84

Overall 4.51 0.70 4.16 -

The Instructor

Question
Course Subject (PS)

Mean Standard
Deviation Mean Standard

Deviation

9. How would you rate the instructor’s organization of each class? 4.73 0.45 4.30 0.84

10. How would you rate the instructor’s success in explaining concepts and ideas? 4.76 0.56 4.38 0.80

11. How would you rate the timeliness of the instructor’s feedback on assignments,
exams, and other work?

4.45 0.71 3.93 1.10

12. How would you rate the usefulness of the instructor’s feedback on assignments,
exams, and other work?

4.29 0.74 3.87 1.11

13. How would you rate the instructor’s success in creating and maintaining an
inclusive class, respectful of all students?

4.64 0.60 4.43 0.83

14. How would you rate the instructor’s communication with you outside of class? 4.73 0.52 4.29 0.88

15. Based on your answers above, and any other factors you consider important,
please provide an overall evaluation of the instructor.

4.79 0.42 4.36 0.82

Overall 4.63 0.60 4.22 -
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 23 69.70%

Very Good 4 10 30.30%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.70

Standard Deviation 0.47

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 20 60.61%

Very Good 4 9 27.27%

Satisfactory 3 4 12.12%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.48

Standard Deviation 0.71

Detailed Results of Course Evaluation

1. How would you rate the success of the course in accomplishing its objectives as stated
on the course syllabus?

2. How would you rate the use of class time (lectures, discussions, demonstrations, labs,
studio work, etc.) to promote your learning?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 18 54.55%

Very Good 4 8 24.24%

Satisfactory 3 7 21.21%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.33

Standard Deviation 0.82

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 23 69.70%

Very Good 4 6 18.18%

Satisfactory 3 3 9.09%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 1 3.03%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.55

Standard Deviation 0.79

3. How would you rate the use of out-of-class activities (reading assignments, homework,
papers, projects, studio art practice, etc.) to promote your learning?

4. How would you rate the way the course engaged your interest?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 19 57.58%

Very Good 4 11 33.33%

Satisfactory 3 3 9.09%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.48

Standard Deviation 0.67

5. Based on your answers above, and any other factors you consider important, please
provide an overall evaluation of the course.

6. In what ways has this course made you think differently or more deeply? Please provide
examples.

Comments

Understanding how China's history of dealing with imperialism combined with its own internal domestic issues with
minority groups has greatly shaped its current geopolitical situation. Resolving the uyghur / tibet question is as much a
domestic issue as the Taiwan one, clearly not.

Looking at political issues from a chinese perspective is something I have never done before this class, so that was very
interesting.

beckley is an excellent lecturer

Extremely in–depth and I appreciated how Prof. Beckley tried to teach from an internal Chinese perspective rather than as
outsiders looking in

Dr. Beckley's insight was incredible

The information on china and explained themes in lectures were very helpful.

It was eye opening to learn so much about China, a country I had not studied in an in–depth way before. I especially
enjoyed the weeks towards the end when we talked about military policy and human rights/soft power. The concept of soft
power and the debate over whether China has any is fascinating.

Returning to a lot of stuff mentioned in earlier lectures helped me get a broader and clearer overview of China's foreign
policy outlook, though the course kind of felt like a survey course, I still learnt loads and was able to identify more specific
areas of interest.

The course is very unique in the sense that it is from the Chinese perspective, rather than a Western perspective. It was the
first political science class I've taken that was non–Western centric. The class made me think about America's own
shortcomings when it comes to its capitalist system and human rights. I learned a huge amount about China, which is an
important thing for anyone who studies politics to understand.

The curriculum takes a very creative tour around China that helped me set my perspective geographically. I really
appreciated how we approached all of the diverse areas with some order so that the course load did not feel arbitrary or
disconnected.

The course gave a variety of points of views that further stimulated my learning

Everything was intuitive

The course has given me an extensive insight into both China's foreign policy and the context of China as a rising power
globally. I have been challenged to learn many theaters of conflict and the reasons behind them as well as proposed
explanations and strategies for peace in the East Asia region.
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7. What aspects of this course worked best to facilitate your learning?

Comments

Lecture + slideshows was really helpful for consolidating the readings

The lectures were great.

Lectures were amazing and engaging

lecture was the best way for me to learn and the readings helped fill gaps and provide details where needed

lectures, readings.

Discussions and lectures were engaging and fascinating

The lectures for this class are really well–structured and clearly outlined in the beginning, which helps a lot with note–
taking. The readings are lengthy but interesting and topical, and the exams are a fair evaluation of knowledge.

I believe the lectures were often good.

I liked how the lectures give an overview and the readings are more specific. I could apply the readings to the lectures
which helped me understand the content better.

I think the readings that were chosen were valuable (though sometimes the amount of pages assigned was a little
overwhelming! So much Shambaugh). Lectures were very informative and Prof. Beckley answered questions very
competently.

Switching up the lectures by having XiaoDong lecture for some topics was refreshing and interesting!

The readings and the lectures.

The reading assignments were well chosen and highly relevant to current events.

I liked the short articles

Readings/articles, lectures, discussions
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8. What suggestions do you have for improving this course?

Comments

I would have appreciated having more options for assessment outside of the two exams and a 10% participation grade – I
would have appreciated the opportunity to be able to write an assignment and get more extensive feedback on my
understanding of the course content.

N/A

More time for discussion if possible, but overall was great.

Move the final into finals period so that there is actually time to study for it? Other than that, great course.

perhaps organize participation groups differently or break them up

I enjoy writing papers and they help me further internalize material, so maybe having that assignment rather than a final
exam, or make the written exams weigh less. Also so much information to cram into once a week, 3 hour lecture of straight
notetaking could be brutal

n/a

Maybe provide a clearer lecture outline in the slides. Right now a little bit too stressed with taking notes as the 2.5hr course
really covers a lot of details and examples

I liked the material in the lectures, but honestly they are just too fast with too much information. I found myself furiously
typing and I was unable to handwrite notes due to the speed. Additionally, they are too detail heavy, which makes
understanding what is important very difficult. I found that studying for exams I just had huge masses of notes of different
details because the speed of the lectures was so fast that I was often unable to process what was important and what was
not. I think the class could be better if it was slightly less information heavy so that a greater depth of understanding can be
achieved for specific topics and themes. Also, I think it would be much better if it were taught twice a week. The long block of
lecture is just very difficult with so much density. I think the conversation groups could be improved as well if perhaps there
were a posed question before each week that students can think about and then discuss in the group.

I think some more readings on contemporary Sino–Russian relations could be nice. That seems to be a pretty important
part of Chinese foreign policy that wasn't given much attention in the class

The assessments are really overwhelming and I don't think they are reflective of the amount of critical learning that occurs
in this class on a week to week basis. Additionally, discussion section can be overwhelming for students who aren't
comfortable speaking in class.

The days when we had three lectures (instead of two and a discussion) were exhausting, especially when they were all
information heavy (lots of dates, names, places). I would have liked to have discussion every class period, and maybe even
lectures with a little less content, so that lectures could be slightly slower and easier to follow and keep up with.

I would make this a twice a week class instead of a 2.5 lecture––way too long

Have an hour recitation outside of the main session to discuss and keep information in our heads.

It would be better if the discussion sessions were longer and had the format switched around from time to time. While an
open forum to discuss made things more spontaneous, it would've been nice to have things like debates. 
Also, for the readings, I feel like the longer readings like Mann and Shambough weren't as helpful and got boring pretty
quickly, if it's possible, it would be helpful if those were cut down and instead of having to read huge chapters, we just read
excerpts that went straight to the point.

The discussion sessions weren't great, I think. I felt that a lot of the times, it was a back and forth between the professor
and individual students, and nothing was really accomplished.

Putting text on the powerpoints so that the lectures are easier to follow, having grades besides the midterm and final.
Sometimes I found the section frustrating because it was hard to pretend like I could have an opinion on the things we were
talking about, given this was the first time I had ever taken an Asian politics class.

I always prefer papers to blue book exams. Papers provide students with a product to which they can refer potential
employers and other interested parties, whereas exams are very much one–use accomplishments.

3 hours was too long for this class – I could never pay attention in the second lecture. This class should be split into 2 days.

2.5 hour lectures are very efficient but mentally fatiguing. Breaks were great, but I would've preferred having the class for
1.25 hrs twice a week to have better mental stamina
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 24 72.73%

Very Good 4 9 27.27%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.73

Standard Deviation 0.45

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 27 81.82%

Very Good 4 4 12.12%

Satisfactory 3 2 6.06%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.76

Standard Deviation 0.56

Detailed Results of Instructor Evaluation

9. How would you rate the instructor’s organization of each class?

10.How would you rate the instructor’s success in explaining concepts and ideas?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 19 57.58%

Very Good 4 10 30.30%

Satisfactory 3 4 12.12%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.45

Standard Deviation 0.71

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 14 42.42%

Very Good 4 12 36.36%

Satisfactory 3 5 15.15%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 2 6.06%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.29

Standard Deviation 0.74

11. How would you rate the timeliness of the instructor’s feedback on assignments,
exams, and other work?

12. How would you rate the usefulness of the instructor’s feedback on assignments,
exams, and other work?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 23 69.70%

Very Good 4 8 24.24%

Satisfactory 3 2 6.06%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.64

Standard Deviation 0.60

Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 23 69.70%

Very Good 4 6 18.18%

Satisfactory 3 1 3.03%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

No Answer NRP 3 9.09%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.73

Standard Deviation 0.52

13. How would you rate the instructor’s success in creating and maintaining an inclusive
class, respectful of all students?

14. How would you rate the instructor’s communication with you outside of class?
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Options Score Count Percentage

Excellent 5 26 78.79%

Very Good 4 7 21.21%

Satisfactory 3 0 0.00%

Less Than Satisfactory 2 0 0.00%

Very Poor 1 0 0.00%

Statistics Value

Mean 4.79

Standard Deviation 0.42

15. Based on your answers above, and any other factors you consider important, please
provide an overall evaluation of the instructor.

16. Please provide any additional comments regarding the instructor.

Comments

Professor Beckley really is an excellent professor – this class has been one of my favorites I've taken at Tufts, largely
because of his teaching.

N/A

Beckley was fantastic

Beckley is an amazing lecturer and clearly knows so much about Chinese Policy but was good at lecturing at an
understandable level

really great professor

Best teacher I've had at Tufts

This is Beckley lecture course, which means a TON of readings but access to really well–structured lectures and Beckley's
own wealth of knowledge on Chinese Foreign Policy. It was excellent, and, moreover, any grade I got felt very deserved,
regardless of whether it was good. Still waiting for the exam though, so crossing my fingers!

This was an awesome class to take and has made me interested in pursuing the topic in the future. Thanks for a great
semester!

Professor Beckley is great! I think the concepts could be better explained if lectures were slower and if the class were
taught twice a week.

Professor Beckley is one of the best professors I've had at Tufts. He's a confident and natural lecturer who shows his
passion for his subject, and I feel so lucky to have had him. Additionally, he answers every question from students
comprehensively in lecture.

Such a fantastic course, really engaging teaching!

Great lectures, super interesting, would take again!

My only complaint is that I wish the powerpoints had had text on them so that the lectures had been outlined more clearly. I
feel like it was easy to miss stuff and sometimes hard to keep up with the pacing of the lectures. Other than that, Professor
Beckley is an excellent teacher. He is clearly an expert in his field, he explains complicated concepts clearly, and he has a
sense of humor. Thank you for teaching me so much!

Professor Beckley is great to be around – he strikes me as a rising star with whom I am honored to be acquainted.

Thanks Professor Beckley!
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